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Sphagnum biomass production in Shippagan (Canada) :
Characterizatio: © the sphagnum fiber
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ferent cultivation techniques have been
tested. The interest of the sp soun an exploratory project to characterize
sphagnum fiber. To reach this goal, chemical, physical, microbiological and water analyses were carried out on different sphagnum species harvested under
different conditions (harvesting time and environment). Three drying methods were also tested.

/N!' erehold or too many to

lcrobio!ogicai No statistical analysis possible (below detection the

count)

1N
w—

Experimental sphagnum cultivation began in Canada in 2004. Since then, several sites have been established anc
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» Harvest of different species in various conditions;
« Dry with different methods;
e Analyse fiber from all combin

analysis

tions of treatments. Very small amount of bacteria, but many yeasts and molds

Chemical analysis No significant differences
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s The harvestmg time affects the sphagnum fiber properties very little. The bulk density seems to change in October;
~ The drying method affects the water retention capacity of the fiber. A complete drying in an oven at 70 ° C greatly reduces this capacity;
‘The cultivated sphagnum has the highest values of electrical conductivity;

s magellamcum and S rubellum have the best electrical conductwnty and water retention capacity;
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