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ω Europe is the continent with world wide largest 
proportional loss of mires 

Peatland cover 

ω In Germany: 99% of the 1.4 Mio ha of peatlands  
 have been drained for land use 



Joosten et al. 2017 Mires and peatlands of Europe 

 

ω Bogs in Europe are mainly situated in the North 

ω Raised bog regions: most densely populated areas 

ωMajority has been destroyed or strongly affected by human activity 
 

Distribution of mire regions in Europe 



  Bog grassland: drained and used for dairy farming 
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ω drainage and changes in 
hydrology 
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ω sowing of a few graminoid 
fodder species 

Ą species poor 
Ą dominance of  

Poa pratensis, Holcus 
lanatus, Alopecurus 
pratensis   

Ą dry site conditions 

  Bog grassland: drained and used for dairy farming 



  Corn cultivation: monoculture with Mexican origin 
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  Agricultural use: partly devastation of bogs 


